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CAUSES OF DEATH AMONG LIFE INSURANCE POLICYHOLDERS 


Crude Death Rates Percentage Distribution of Deaths Among Policyholders* 
Per 100,000 
Ordinary Life Insur- 
ance Policyholders 


1946 1951 1956 


1956 
Ordi- Indus- 
nary trial 


1946 
Ordi- _ Indus- 
nary trial 


1951 
Ordi- Indus- 
nary trial 





Cardiovascular-renal Diseases: 
Cerebral Hemorrhege Sd: : 8.3% 9.3% 9.9%. 10.9% 12.2% 
Diseases of the Heart : 38.4 29.5 34.3 Ss 35.8 
5.6 r 2.2 : 18 


3.9 





Pneumonia and Influenza 

Tuberculosis (all forms) 

Diabetes 

Pregnancy and Childbirth 


External Causes: 
Motor Vehicle Accidents 
Other Accidents 
Suicides 
Homicides 
War Deaths 





All Other Causes ‘ i J 11.9 15.9 


Total — All Causes 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 





* Excluding “War Deaths.” 
** Included in “All Other Causes.” 


Data based on reports from U. S. life insurance companies representing between 40% and 60% of total ordinary life insurance in force. 
Duplication due to policyholders having policies, in more than one company could not be removed. In 1946, deaths were*classified on 
basis of FIFTH Revision of International List of Causes of Death; for 1951 and 1956, deaths were classified according to SIXTH Revision. 


For the fifth consecutive year, the death rate among 
ordinary life insurance policyholders has declined until 
it is now at a record low of 581.7 per 100,000. The pre- 
vious record low rate, 598.8, was achieved in 1955. The 
1956 rate is 5 percent less than the comparable 1951 
figure and 13 percent under that of a decade ago. 


Among the important causes of death showing 
marked declines in the past decade are tuberculosis 
(all forms), down 84 percent; diabetes, down 44 per- 
cent; accidents, other than motor vehicle, down 39 per- 
cent; and pneumonia and influenza, down 38 percent. 
War deaths have virtually disappeared; the 1955 rate 





was .2 per 100,000, and the death rate due to compli- 
cations of pregnancy and childbirth, .4 per 100,000, was 
less than one-fourth the 1946 rate. 


The various diseases prevalent during childhood have 
also reached low mortality levels. Communicable dis- 
eases of childhood, such as scarlet fever, diphtheria, 
whooping cough and measles, recorded a death rate of 
less than .1 per 100,000 ordinary policyholders in 1956. 
The 1956 death rate from acute poliomyelitis was also 
quite low, .4 per 100,000. 


The cardiovascular-renal diseases remain the most 
important cause of death, with a rate of 332.3 per 100,- 
000 though there was some reduction from the 1955 


rate of 342.2. Cancer is second in importance, and its 
1956 rate of 108.2 was also slightly less than the pre- 
vious year’s 111.1. These two major causes now ac- 
count for three-fourths of all ordinary policyholder 
deaths and 70 percent of industrial deaths. 

In comparing the distribution of deaths among ordi- 
nary and industrial policyholders over the past decade, 
similar trends can be observed. For both categories of 
policyholders, the cardiovascular-renal diseases and 
cancer are responsible for an increasingly larger pro- 
portion of total deaths. Tuberculosis has declined to 
one-fifth of its 1946 proportion for both groups of poli- 
cyholders. External Causes account for the same propor- 
tion of deaths in both groups over the decade. 


LIFE INSURANCE BENEFIT PAYMENTS IN THE UNITED STATES 
(000 Omitted) 





Type of Benefit Payment 


Mar. Mar. 3 Mos. 
1957 1956 1957 





DEATH BENEFITS Ordinary 
(Including Accidental Group 
Death Benefits) Industrial 


$132,900 


$127,300 $400,200 
65,100 55,700 194,000 
25,800 24,900 73,900 





TOTAL 


223,800 207,900 668,100 





MATURED ENDOWMENTS Ordinary 
Group 


Industrial 


49,600 41,600 141,200 
300 100 1,400 
18,600 13,300 48,800 





TOTAL 


68,500 55,000 191,400 





DISABILITY PAYMENTS 
(Including Premiums 


Waived) 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


6,200 
2,900 
900 


6,000 
2,400 
900 


19,400 


2,400 





TOTAL 


10,000 


9,300 


29,800 





ANNUITY PAYMENTS 


Group 
Individual 


17,700 
28,100 


15,400 
24,600 


58,000 
91,200 





TOTAL 


45,800 


40,000 


149,200 


135,100 





SURRENDER VALUES 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


82,700 
1,100 
24,500 


63,500 
700 
19,500 


233,200 
2,900 
64,600 


181,300 
2,400 
53,700 





TOTAL 


108,300 


83,700 


300,700 


237,400 





DIVIDENDS TO 
POLICYHOLDERS 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 
Annuity 


86,200 
18,100 
9,400 
5,700 


82,300 
18,400 
7,800 
3,800 


226,500 
42,700 
49,800 

8,500 


213,300 
40,400 
47,300 





TOTAL 


119,400 


112,300 


327,500 


s 


309,400 





TOTAL LIFE BENEFIT PAYMENTS 


$575,800 


$508,200 


$1,666,700 


$1,482,400 








ACCIDENT & HEALTH 
BENEFITS 

(Paid by life insurance 
companies) 


Group 
Individual 
Dividends 


128,900 
37, 
4,800 


106,300 
34,200 
5,000 


357,800 
106,200 
12,000 


297,700 
96,600 
13,000 





TOTAL 


$171,100 


$145,500 


$476,000 


$407,300 





Totals for U. S. estimated on basis of reports from life insurance companies representing nearly 95% of all payments. 





INVESTMENTS OF U. S. LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES 
(000,000 Omitted) 








CHANGE IN 
ACQUIRED HELD HOLDINGS 





Type of Investment March March 3 Mos. 3Mos. Mar.31 Mar.31 Feb.-Mar. 
1957 = 1956 1957 1956 1957 1956 1957 


Government U.S. $ 271 $ 202 $1,059 $ 802 $ 7,427 $ 8,045 $ -117 
Canada 5 s 0 4 311 353 a4 
Other 2 _ 2 34 34 +2 


State, Pro- US. 17 194 2,251 2,153 +7 
vincial, Canada 7 42 750 679 — 
Local Other _ —_ 5 6 


World Bank —_ — 148 145 


Railroad U.S. 12 77 3,840 
Foreign — — 45 


Public US. 184 
Utility Foreign 22 523 




















Other US. 26 
Foreign 28 





TOTAL 


Railroad US. 
Foreign 


Public U.S. 
PREFERRED Utility Foreign _ 
STOCK: 


. Other US. 629 

Foreign 2 

TOTAL 1,630 

Railroad US. 39 

Foreign ak 

Public U.S. 352 

COMMON Utility Foreign — 


a Other U.S. 903 
Foreign 17 


TOTAL 1,311 


VA 19 
Other 2,474 


FHA 6,666 

MORTGAGES NHA* 194 
VA 7,556 

Other 16,763 

TOTAL 33,672 

Company Used 713 


Investment Residential 437 
Commercial 1,715 


Other Farm 6 
Non-Farm 12 


TOTAL 82 2,883 2,609 


POLICY LOANS 210 3,575 3,345 +28 
CASH XXX Xxx XXX 1,056 1,040 47 












































REAL 
ESTATE 














OTHER ASSETS xxx Xxx Xxx Xxx 3,383 3,181 +42 
TOTAL $1,339 $1,308 $4,245 $4,539 $97,074 $91,543 $ +336 








Totals for U. S. companies estimated on basis of reports from life insurance companies representing 96% of all assets. The amounts shown 
represent book values for all items except “Other Assets” and “Total.” The change in holdings for the month may sometimes be greater than 


acquisitions for a particular item due to rounding, write-ups and other adjustments. 


*“NHA” refers to mortgages held under the Canadian National Housing Act. During 1956, the 1956 figures for acquisitions and holdings 
in this category were included in FHA, and shown separately in a footnote. Prior to 1956, such mortgages were mainly included in the 


“Non-Farm Other” category. 





MOTOR VEHICLE DEATH BENEFITS 


Life insurance companies paid $26,000,000 in death ing increased from $2,100 to $2,400 in the one year 
benefits on 11,000 claims resulting from motor vehicle period. 
accidents, during the first quarter of 1957. The 1957 first quarter motor vehicle death benefits 
This compares with $23,000,000 in death benefits represented 2.4% of the number and 3.9% of the 
paid on the same number of claims during the first amount of total life insurance death benefits paid dur- 
three months of last year, the average size benefit hav- ing this period. 





LIFE INSURANCE DEATH BENEFITS, FIRST QUARTER, 1957 











ORDINARY GROUP INDUSTRIAL TOTAL 
Amount No. Amount No. Amount No. Amount 


$3,804,000 $2,387,000 11,557 $1,997,000 14,100 $8,188,000 

1,849,000 775,000 298 109,000 1,189 2,733,000 

2,537,000 756,000 896 299,000 1,977 3,592,000 

California 9,298 29,804,000 A 17,369,000 8,068 2,641,000 23,476 49,814,000 
Colorado 3,206,000 1,661,000 884 315,000 844 5,182,000 


Connecticut 7,851,000 4,444,000 4,610 1,514,000 13,809,000 
Delaware 857,000 1,077,000 1,135 301,000 2,235,000 
District of Columbia 3,097,000 2,501,000 1,834 499,000 6,097,000 
Florida 9,547,000 3,076,000 8,040 2,516,000 15,139,000 

9,261,000 3,086,000 9,398 2,791,000 15,138,000 


709,000 394,000 45 15,000 1,118,000 
14,396,000 15,661 5,083,000 48,910,000 

5,964,000 6,589 1,918,000 

1,709,000 1,265 403,000 

1,516,000 1,202 376,000 


Kentucky 1,803,000 4,695 1,209,000 
Louisiana 2,478,000 4,168 1,300,000 
Maine 445 742,000 916 298,000 
Maryland ................-- 3,421,000 7,102 1,765,000 
Massachusetts : 13,398,000 6,010,000 11,972 3,596,000 23,004,000 


15,732,000 11,722,000 6,984 340, 29,794,000 
Minnesota 6,907,000 3,041,000 1,561 H 10,414,000 
Mississippi 2,200,000 43) 894,000 741 ‘ 3,299,000 
Missouri 11,611,000 4,660,000 7,074 18,302,000 
Moniana 1,270,000 798,000 104 x 2,102,000 


Nebraska 958,000 618 3 4,795,000 
Nevada 216,000 30 fi 612,000 
New Hampshire 520,000 832 2,195,000 
New Jersey 8,893,000 14,922 31,915,000 
New Mexico 286 443,000 177 1,321,000 


rE 25,948,000 30,204 95,168,000 
North Carolina 381 6,904,000 2,270,000 5,548 10,813,000 
North Dakota 159,000 _ 987,000 
Ohio t 13,300,000 15,536 r 40,435,000 
Oklahoma 1,680,000 765 6,561,000 


Oregon 1,518,000 357 4,893,000 
Pennsylvania 17,111,000 28,790 59,512,000 
Rhode Island 85 846,000 2,645 3,713,000 
South Carolina 1,064,000 6,940 5,256,000 
South Dakota 223,000 5 1,273,000 


2,582,000 5,858 10,047,000 
7,757,000 5,514 24,677,000 
676,000 228 77 1,953,000 
300,000 371 1,546,000 
3,312,000 7,710 12,486,000 


Washington 2,564,000 750 

West Virginia 964 1,561,000 1,716 558,000 
Wisconsin 9,073,000 1,347 3,676,000 2,836 888,000 
Wyoming 80 686,000 65 159,000 16 4,000 


Total U.S $400,206,000 73,455  $194,016,000 249,167 $73,912,000 















































Totals for U. S. companies estimated on basis of reports from life insurance companies representing about 95% of all death benefits. 
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